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1. The policy of the Democrable Republic of Vietoam {DRY) is
the people in the Fremcnecuntrolled zone as a tex. Slnce
areas do not get sufficient grutection from the Fraaco-Vietnamese forces,
they are obliged 45 give rice to the DRV in order to ke left alone. The
rice thus collecbed is carried by laborers teo the nearsst DRY base. In
areas close to Fremch milibtary posts, the DRV hides the collectioms in
underground ceches unbil the post 48 raided by the DRV forces, which carrvy
off the rice.
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2. 8ince 1949 the DRV has beers
to rice, and to further thls slm the Ministry of Natlin
an organization cellsd the "Econmmic Sub-Sufficiency Plazming Commibiee".

3. In implemerting the policy of this commititee the DRV, in 1950, deforested
a considerable ameunt of land or which two types of ferms were established.
The first type of farms were Shoss established by the Administrative and
Reslstance Committees (ARG's). Prisoners of war were used as leborers and
the output was used Lo supply prison cemps avd ARC's. The second type of

he pecvle in many

. propobing & policy of self-sufflclency in regerd
1. Defense establighed

farms were those orvgenized by the Eigh Command, using requisitioned laborers.

These "siilitary fermers" were provided with hend grensdss for protection;
in areas near foreshs they were given a few rifies for protection agalnst
animale. &b first the IRV hed 2 great desl of trovble in requisitloning
laborers for these farms. Although the people were willing to fight in the

DRV army, they were reluctesnt Lo become "militery farmers". The DRV finally
hed to give Intersone «fficials the right to requlsltion laborers. In 1952,

additlonsl areas wers deforested in the vielnities of Thai Nguyen (N 21-35,
E 105-50), Tuyen Quang (N 21-43, E 105-14), Chi Ne, srd espacislly in

Interzone IV. Some of these militery farms cover ss wwch territory as ittty

mau (3,600 square meters to the mau).
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In 1952 the DRV had, to a grest extemt, solved the rice problem. In the High
Regions, for example, there are many areas which now produce two crops & year.
Although the people in the DRV zone still do not have encugh rice for their
needs this is not a serlious problem. They supplenent their diet with corn and
sweet potatoes.

The DRV hss no salt supp‘.‘i.y probl em.l There is enough for the people, broops,
and export. The DEV seuds ﬁﬂt %o China as partial compersation for Chinese
war ald.

Selt is obtained from the salt marshes in Cau Giat (¥ 19-09, E 105-07), Van Ly
(¥ 20-07, E 106-18), Cho Con, and Quat Lem (N 20-13, E 106-23). These arsas
are all under DRV conbrol and have always provided sufficlent salt for the
entire DRV zone.

There are no salb marshes in Inberzone Viet Bac; the salt comes from Inber.
zones III and IV. It is packed in bags and carrvied by mobilized civilian
leborers from Kim Tavh sxd Bel Thuong (N 1954, E 105-22) in Interzone IV
to Hoe Binh, and then o various provinces of the Viet Pac.
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{1 3052 % did not lauck salth; hwever,_
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in June 1953 that there hed
severe shortag 5 ke black market was repressed in the
Viet Bac end tbﬁu the eivﬁ Li&u population was obbainlug its supply from
that smuggled seross the Freach-econtrolled zone.
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